
 
 

 

 
I. Cause of Action’s Recommendations for the 114th Congress  

 
1.     Congress should reintroduce and pass the GRANT Act. 
2.     Congress should combat improper payments and fraud using statutory tools such as the 

False Claims Act, the Improper Payments Information Act, and the Program Fraud Civil 
Remedies Act. 

3.     Congress should amend the Inspector General Act to require inspectors general to conduct 
full investigations when they receive tips that illegal activity is occurring. 

4.     Congress should further probe in to White House Equities and continue FOIA 
Reform efforts. 

5.     Congress has repeatedly updated FOIA to keep up with changes in technology.  Recent 
agency misbehavior around new forms of electronic records may indicate it is time to do so 
again. 

6.     The Federal Records Act needs to be amended to prevent regulations from being clearly 
inconsistent with the purpose of FRA. 

 

II. Cause of Action Highlights from 2014 

• CoA successfully sued TIGTA over information that could potentially prove the IRS shared 
confidential taxpayer records with the White House.  The IRS has refused to release the 
documents, but CoA will continue its fight in court to ensure transparency and the protection of 
private citizens’ information. 

• CoA filed an amicus brief in Yates v. United States to petition the Supreme Court to take up the 
overcriminalization case in which the federal government attempted to use Sarbanes-Oxley to 
prosecute a commercial fisherman for throwing fish overboard. The Supreme Court mentioned the 
brief as it decided to take up the case.  It has since heard arguments in November. 

• CoA filed a motion to disqualify an FTC commissioner for allegedly prejudging Cause of Action’s 
client, LabMD. In response, she recused herself from administrative proceedings against LabMD. 

• CoA exposed a secret White House memo that demands White House review of records requests 
to agencies that contain “White House equities.” CoA sued 12 government agencies for improper 
delay of FOIA productions relating to these undefined equities. The case is continuing and CoA is 
currently negotiating a schedule for production of documents from the agencies. 
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